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The Mission of St. Mary’s Parish 

We are called to live the life of Christ. 
We are called to be a community of believers. 

We are called to Worship, to Justice, 
to Fellowship, and to Christian Formation. 

We are called to go forth… 
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We hope that you find this Ministry Directory helpful as you 
prayerfully consider where your time and talents would best serve 

your parish community, foster your faith and build your Stewardship 
way of life.   

This Directory can also be helpful if your are in need of assistance, 
prayer, or just someone to speak with. 

 
 Please feel free to contact any of these ministries for more 

information and support.  
You can also contact any St. Mary’s staff member. 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
     Saturdays:  5pm 
     Sundays:   8:30 & 11:30am 

 
Regular Daily Mass schedule 

     Mondays:   No Mass 
     Tuesday:  9am 
     Wednesday: 9am 
     Thursday:  9am  
     Fridays:   11:15am 

 
Reconciliation 

     Fridays:   12:00 - 1pm 
     Saturdays:  3:30-4:30pm  

or  
by appointment 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 9am to 2pm 

INTRODUCTION 
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LETTER FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Two of the greatest gifts we can give to one another are the gifts of talent and time. Here 
at St. Mary’s, we are so fortunate to have so many parishioners who are willing to give each 
of those gifts to our community, and in such great quantities. 
 
We all have a light that we are called to bring forth into the world. Each of us has a 
different set of skills and a different set of interests which collectively form the variety of 
vocations that comprise our faith life. Every ministry has a role to play in our parish, and 
every parishioner has their own way to glorify the Lord with their life. It is my hope that this 
directory may help each of you find your way to a ministry that is a fulfilling application of 
your skills and interests. 
 
I am always grateful for the time and talent that is brought to life in our community of faith. 
As Catholics, we are called to engage the world, not with mere external deeds, but with 
works of love. My prayer for you as you consider the ministries with which you’d like to 
engage is that you may find as much joy in the service of others as I have found in the 
service of you all. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Father John Asare 

 

DISCIPLESHIP IN ACTION 
ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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PARISH STAFF DIRECTORY 

STAFF CONTACTS 

CLERGY 

REV. JOHN ASARE, PASTOR 
jasare@richmonddiocese.org 
 

Deacon Mike Ellerbrock 
deaconmike@stmarysblacksburg.org 
 

Deacon Rick Furman 
deaconrick@stmarysblacksburg.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF LITURGY & MUSIC 

Mrs. Beth Shaver 
liturgy@stmarsysblacksburg.org 

 

DIRECTOR OF FORMATION 

Mrs. Sue Ellerbrock 
formation@stmarysblacksburg.org 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASST 

Mrs. Teri Wysocki 
officestaff@stmarysblacksburg.org 

 

NRV YOUTH MINISTER 

Mr. Austin Mee 
nrvym@richmonddiocese.org 

 

BUSINESS MANAGER 

Mr. Matthew Wheeler 
businessmanager@stmarysblacksburg.org 

 
BOOKKEEPER 

Mrs. Becky Meisner 
bookkeeper@stmarysblacksburg.org 

STAFF  

MUSICIANS 
 

Shelbie Fouts 
Donita Moore 
Mary Crawford 

 

 

CUSTODIANS 

Mykie Stevens 
Joanna Hitzelberger 
Maryann Milauskas 
Kathy Warwick 
  

A special thanks to Southwest Lawn & Landscaping, stewards of our regular 
lawn care. 
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Condensed from Fred Baumgartner’s History of St. Mary’s 

At the beginning of the twentieth century, the few Catholics of Montgomery County were served by 
visiting priests who offered Mass on an irregular basis, but usually not on Sunday.  The first mention of 
Blacksburg appeared in the 1911 Catholic Directory (for 1910) as a station of St. Mary’s of Wytheville 
in the Diocese of Wheeling, WV.  Not long after, Blacksburg’s Catholics were able to erect a small 
chapel on North Main Street. It was named Sacred Heart Chapel and, in 1918, Blacksburg was listed 
in the Catholic Directory as a mission of St. Mary’s, Wytheville. 

Bishop Patrick Donahue of Wheeling authorized the purchase of land on Wilson Street in 1921, and 
Rt. Rev. John Swint, the new bishop of Wheeling, approved the construction of a small wooden 
church. Funds came from the sale of the chapel on Main Street and other gifts and donations. 
Construction was completed in 1923, and it was dedicated as St. Mary’s on the first Sunday of June, 
1924. St. Mary’s community continued to grow and was soon large enough to become a parish in 
the Wheeling Diocese, which occurred on September 1, 1938, with Father George Walter as its 
pastor.   

With the end of the World War II, the surge in veterans attending VPI and the increase in the number 
of faculty members created a need for a larger worship space. The classic Carolina granite building 
on Progress Street, where the rectory had stood, was finished in 1948.  The building on Wilson Street 
became the parish hall.  St. Mary’s continued to grow. When long-time parishioner, Mrs. Martin J. 
Bresnahan, died in 1965, her heirs agreed to sell a piece of land on Harding Avenue to the parish.  

The purchase was completed in 1968. Three years later Father William Gardner saw to the purchase 
of a house on Harding Avenue across from the parish’s property to serve as the rectory.  The living 
quarters attached to the church on Progress Street were transformed into office space. 

In 1974, St. Mary’s and the other parishes of southwest Virginia were transferred to the Diocese of 
Richmond under Bishop Walter Sullivan.  The rapid growth of Virginia Tech and arrival of new 
industries in the county were straining the capacity of the church on Progress Street.  In 1978, the 
Parish council appointed a Building Committee to oversee design and construction of a new facility 
on the parish’s property on Harding Avenue.  Groundbreaking took place on June 29, 1980, and the 
new church was dedicated on October 25, 1981.  The stone church on Progress Street was sold to 
St. Francis Anglican Church, and the parish hall on Wilson Street became the Odd Fellows’ lodge.   

When St. Mary’s parish celebrated its fiftieth anniversary in 1988, it had about 375 families. One way 
to relieve the demands on the pastor created by the large congregation was the ordination of 
permanent deacons, and in 1992 Dr. Michael Ellerbrock became St. Mary’s first married deacon.  

By the year 2000 the need for a larger facility was obvious. In September 2000, Father Arsenault 
arranged for the purchase of thirty-five acres of land on Old Mill Road.  Ground breaking took place 
on June 18, 2006, and the building on Harding Avenue was sold to Blacksburg United Methodist 
church.  On June 8, 2008, the first Mass in the new church on Old Mill Road was said. Bishop Francis 
X. DiLorenzo dedicated it on July 29.  Late in 2012, a formal census of the parish members took 
place, revealing that as of June 2013, there were 573 families in the parish.  

A BRIEF HISTORY OF ST. MARY’S 
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The Parish Pastoral Council and Finance Council work together to advise the 
Pastor and to represent and serve the people of the parish. 

 
PARISH LEADERSHIP COUNCILS 
 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC) 
The primary role of the Parish Pastoral Council is to make recommendations to the Pastor 
about the well-being of the parish. As a visionary council, it concerns itself with where the 
parish wants to be in three to five years rather than with the administrative aspects of run-
ning the parish or supervision of the daily work of the parish.  That responsibility falls on the 
shoulders of the pastor and the staff. The PPC should be prophetic, calling the community 
and its leaders to grow in faith together and to respond to the needs of the people. The 
Council meets once per month. The term is typically three years.  
   
  Contact:   PPC@stmarysblacksburg.org 

Chair:  Tom Ryan 
Vice Chair: Mary Evans Arnold  
Secretary: Marvin Addikis 
Members: Betty Anne Abrahamsen  Jonathan Black   
 Bobby Crnkovich   Vicki Lewis 
 Cassie Miller    Richard Neves 
 Phyllis Quinn    Janice Steele   
 Geoff Vining  
  
  

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Parishioners are appointed by the Pastor to the Financial Council that serves the parish by 
reviewing and evaluating the finances of the parish and recommending courses of action. 
Accounting, legal or business acumen or finance experience are helpful, but not neces-
sary. The time commitment is an average of 3 hours of service per month. Confidentiality, 
faithful service and trustworthiness are essential. The Council meets once per month. The 
term is typically three years. 

 
Chair:  Jerry Diffell   jdiffell@yahoo.com  
Co-Chair:  Felix Amenkhienan famenkhi@radford.edu 
Secretary:  Matthew Erickson    merickson87@gmail.com  

  Members: Ted Borny             tedborny@msn.com      
                                           Randy Phipps        randyphipps7@gmail.com  
    Megan Dickhans  megan.dickhans@gmail.com 
 

PARISH LEADERSHIP COUNCILS 
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“In the end, every Christian man and woman, by virtue of baptism, has received a mission.  
Each one of us has to respond, as best we can, to the Lord’s call to build up his Body, the 
Church.”  –Pope Francis (Homily at the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul in 
Philadelphia, 26 September 2015)   
          
The word “liturgy” means “the work of the people.”   It takes each one of us actively 
sharing in the Mass and serving one another to unite us to the living Jesus in the Word and 
the Eucharist.   Please pray and reflect on how the Holy Spirit is calling you to serve. 

 

~The Liturgical Ministries~  
  

Lectors:  The most important message we hear all week comes to us with clarity and 
conviction from the Lector.  A Lector should have a passion for Scripture, an ability to 
interpret and understand scripture, and sufficient public speaking skills to proclaim the 
Word to the assembly.  Baptized people of all ages are welcomed to serve!  Individual 
training sessions may be scheduled. 
 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC):  The faith of the Extraordinary Minister 
of Holy Communion is shared by the Church, that when we receive Holy Communion, we 
receive the Body and Blood - the very person - of Jesus Christ.  Each minister is urged to 
grow in love for the Eucharist and to personify the love of Christ for others.  Eligible ministers 
must be fully initiated  (Baptized and Confirmed) members of the Church in good standing.  
An application form must be submitted and individual and small group training is provided.   
 
Musicians:  The role of Church musicians, whether the accompanist, Cantor or members of 
our choir ensembles, is to inspire the full, conscious and active participation of the 
assembly.  Music heightens our worship celebration and encourages unity in prayer.  
Rehearsals are one hour before each Mass celebration on Saturdays and Sundays. Rise Up 
Ensemble:  Sundays at 11:30 am Mass; Singing Saturday Ensemble:  Fourth Saturday of the 
month at 5:00 pm Mass.   
 
Altar Servers:  Adults and children 8 years of age or older who have received the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion are invited to become active participants in the Liturgy 
through the Altar Server Ministry. Attentiveness to the Liturgy of the Word and a reverence 
for the Eucharist are required when assisting the worshiping Body of Christ in celebrating 
the Mass.   This is a wonderful ministry opportunity for families to serve together.  On-going 
training is provided. 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
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Environment & Art:  Special care is given to creating an atmosphere conducive for worship 
and prayer throughout the liturgical year.  Decorators, floral arrangers, and seamstresses 
should have an appreciation for religious art and décor in many forms, all of which reflect 
and celebrate the spirit of  our varied liturgical feasts and seasons.  Volunteers work weekly 
and seasonally to enhance our prayer environment.  
 
Welcome Ministers: are members of St. Mary’s parish whose role it is to foster a friendly and 
inviting atmosphere for all who gather for our liturgical celebrations.  Greeting people in 
the Narthex before and after each Mass, Welcome Ministers are at the ready with 
information about ongoing events, parish registration packets and ministry opportunities 
offered at St. Mary’s Church. 
 
Ushers:  are ministers who lead people to the appropriate places in church, direct 
processions and take up the collection in the church.  A team of coordinators from each 
Mass is available to train on an individual basis. 
 
Ministers of Incense:   As Catholics, we express our worship of Almighty God in words and 
gestures. Burning of incense is a prayer in itself; a prayer in action. The purpose of incensing 
and the symbolic value of the smoke is that of prayer, blessing,  purification, and 
sanctification and adds a sense of solemnity and mystery to our Mass.  Training is provided 
to those interested in serving as Ministers of Incense at our seasonal Holy Day liturgical 
celebrations.   
 
Linen Care Ministry: With deep love and reverence for the Holy Eucharist, the Altar Linen 
Care Ministers prepare the sacred linens on a rotating schedule. This ministry is made up of 
team members who, behind the scenes in their own homes, reverently launder and care 
for the paraments (corporals, purificators and altar cloths) used at daily and weekend 
Mass celebrations.  Special training is provided.   
 

Interested in serving the liturgical life of  
St. Mary’s Community? 

 

 Contact: Beth Shaver, Director of Liturgy and Music  
liturgy@stmarysblacksburg.org 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
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PARISH PRAYER GROUPS 

HOLY SPIRIT PRAYER GROUP 
The Holy Spirit Prayer Group’s mission is to foster awareness of the graces of the Holy Spirit 
which enable Christians to develop, restore, or deepen a personal relationship with God. 
The prayer group meets for prayer, song, and reflection on a weekly basis. New members 
of all ages are welcome.  
  Time and Location: Monday, 7-9pm in Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
          Contact: Joseph Mukuni    jomukuni@gmail.com 
 
SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES 
Small Christian Communities are a small group of parishioners who meet in member's 
homes, like the early Church, to pray, read/reflect upon the Gospel and encourage each 
other on their individual faith journeys. It’s an engaging way to meet parishioners on a 
more personal level and feel more connected to the St. Mary's community. Some 
Blacksburg and Christiansburg groups are already in place. Groups meet biweekly for one 
hour. Established groups welcome new members and/or they will help you start a Small 
Christian Community in your own neighborhood.  
 Time and Location:  meeting date/time determined by each group 
         Contact: Joseph Mukuni  jomukuni@gmail.com 
     Teri Wysocki  officestaff@stmarsyblacksburg.org 
     Jennifer Fenrich  fenrich@comcast.net 

 
FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
The Eucharistic Adoration on the First Friday of each month provides a beautiful way to set 
aside some quiet time for yourself to pray in the presence of the Lord. 

Time and Location:  First Friday, 9 - 11am, in Sanctuary 
                  Contact: Glenda Canfield  glenda.canfield@gmail.com 
 
 

CHILDREN’S ADORATION 
Children’s Adoration takes place on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 10am in the 
Worship Area.  This is a wonderful opportunity to introduce your children to the Catholic 
practice of Adoration - Praying before Eucharistic Jesus, exposed in a special vessel known 
as a monstrance. All ages welcome. Fellowship follows. 
  Contact:   Joanna Hitzelberger jbhitzelberger@gmail.com 
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We are committed to helping all people of all ages develop a personal,  
passionate and lasting relationship with Jesus Christ. We are life-long learners, 
committed to helping further our love and understanding of Word, Worship, 

Service and Community, discerning our mission as we go forth in the footsteps 
of Christ. St. Mary’s has a dynamic, on-going, challenging wealth of 

opportunities to learn, grow and serve. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 
New parents will enjoy this time preparing to welcome their child into the Church.  Sessions 
are held on an as needed basis including on Zoom, discussing the theology of the 
Sacrament and family practices and customs.  
  Contact:  Sue Ellerbrock  formation@stmarysblackburg.org 
 
KINDERGARTEN - 5TH GRADE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Meets Sunday mornings, 10-11:15 (between the Masses), from September through April. 
Volunteer catechists assist parents (who are the primary catechists) in passing on the faith 
and love of Christ. These Catechists attend training workshops, work in pairs or groups, and 
have a full curriculum within which to teach the children.  
  Contact:  Sue Ellerbrock  formation@stmarysblackburg.org 
 
1ST SACRAMENT PREPARATION 
1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion takes place in the 2nd grade.  No teaching 
experience is required, only a love of the faith and of passing our faith on to our children.  

Contact:  Sue Ellerbrock  formation@stmarysblackburg.org 
 
CLOW 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) is a time of specialized instruction on the Readings 
and the Gospel for our children during Mass. Dismissed right after the opening prayer at the 
11:30am Mass, September through April, the children, ages 4 and up, and the catechists 
make the Gospel come alive with reading and discussions. Volunteers are scheduled 
about every 4-6 weeks and return to Mass right after the Homily.  
  Contact:  Sue Ellerbrock  formation@stmarysblackburg.org 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
For one week each summer, St. Mary’s holds a dynamic Vacation Bible School (VBS)  
program, with themes that help to bring the Bible alive for children Kindergarten through 
the fifth grade. There are many ways for teens and adults to volunteer time and talents to 
this fun-filled week. 
  Contact:  Sue Ellerbrock  formation@stmarysblackburg.org 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

ALL VOLUNTEERS WHO WORK WITH MINORS ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE  
VIRTUS, PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL RELIGIOUS EDUCTION 
Meets Sundays, September through April, after the 11:30 Mass and for special events 
throughout the year.  Adult volunteers are needed. 

Contact:  Sue Ellerbrock  formation@stmarysblackburg.org 
 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 
Classes for those preparing to receive the sacrament of Confirmation are offered for teens 
in the 10th grade or older on an annual basis from September–May.  

Contact:  Sue Ellerbrock  formation@stmarysblackburg.org 
 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
St. Mary’s adult faith formation program, AFFIRM (Adult Faith Formation is Right for Me), 
offers various sessions and programs throughout the year (usually on Thursdays) to 
strengthen and instruct the adult faithful. As followers of Christ, we should continue trying to 
learn about and fully live our faith. 
  Contact:  Sue Ellerbrock  formation@stmarysblackburg.org 
 
RCIA 
Know someone who wants to become Catholic? Been baptized but never Confirmed? 
Want to learn more about our faith? RCIA = Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults and is the 
universal series of classes and rites to join the Catholic Church. We have a dedicated 
group of men and women who assist the candidates and catechumens on their search 
and journey to full communion. Meetings are held on Tuesdays, 7-8:30pm, and volunteers 
are welcome!  
  Contact:  Deacon Rich Furman rcia@stmarysblackburg.org  
 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
We are excited to help you prepare emotionally and spiritually for the Sacrament of 
Marriage preparation at St. Mary’s in the following steps: 

 1.  Contact office 6 to 9 months before the wedding date to schedule appointment  
     with the priest or deacon and to complete initial paperwork 
2.  Couple will meet with the priest/deacon of their choice, to discuss the premarital   

inventory, and all documents for the marriage file are finalized 
3.  The couple begins a marriage preparation program approved by the Diocese 
4.  The couple meets with the priest/deacon for the final time 
5.  The wedding rehearsal and wedding 

  Contact:  Teri Wysocki  officestaff@stmarysblacksburg.org 
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MEN’S MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 
An ecumenical study group with leadership provided by St. Mary’s parishioners.  
 Time/Location:   Mondays   7:00-8:30pm in Parish Library 

          Contact:  Dennis Jones dsfjones@comcast.net 
  
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Encounter Jesus in His Word and you will change! With new friends, discover the delightful 
treasure and challenge of Scripture. Meets  September through May, on most Wednesday 
mornings in the Church Hall, 9:30-11am. Studies vary. “Each word of Scripture is a gift 
before it is a demand and is unpredictable in its power….The joy of the Gospel fills the 
hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus”    -Pope Francis. 
  Contact:  Glenda Canfield  glenda.canfield@gmail.com 
 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION COMMITTEE 
The purpose of this visionary committee is to help guide the Christian Formation staff to 
provide exceptional Catholic Christian Formation programs to our parish. The committee 
meets once a month during the school year. 
  Contact: Susan Semanic  sasemanic@gmail.com 
 
EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE 
There is abundant joy in first meeting Christ and irrepressible joy in sharing Him. Join the Holy 
Spirit and the Evangelization team in praying and working for the conversion of ourselves 
and others. Join the mission: share the joy! The Committee meets on the 4th Sunday of the 
month following the 9am Mass. The commitment is typically three years. 
  Contact:  Jennifer Fenrich  fenrich@comcast.net 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
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New River Valley Youth Ministry @ St. Mary’s 

 
The best way to stay up to date is Flocknote! 

Scan the QR code for email updates or go to nrvym.flocknote.com 
 

NRVYM is for High Schoolers (9th-12th) and Middle Schoolers (6th-8th) in the New River Valley. 
The saying goes, “the longest distance in the world is from the head to the heart.” The goal of 
NRVYM is for teens to do just that: bring their Catholic faith from the head to the heart, living 
fully alive with God at the center of their lives. It is intended as a complementary piece to our 
Religious Education Program and to prepare them for life after high school. The majority of 
NRVYM is no cost to you. See what we do below: 

High School “Heartbeat” Small Group (bi-weekly) | Wed 7:30-9pm @ St. Mary’s 
Grow in Christ-centered friendship with fellow teens and adult volunteers as we dive into our 
faith and relate it to our modern high school culture. Ask the questions you always wanted to 
ask and learn about how to live life in Christ as a teenager. 
 
High School “Oasis” - Prayer, Fellowship, Sacraments (monthly) | time, date, and 
location varies 
Join all the NRVYM high schoolers at one of the 3 parishes for an evening to refocus our lives 
on Christ. Come for free dinner and fellowship, confession opportunity, and time spent in 
Adoration with our Lord as we practice different types of personal prayer. 
 
“Middle School Meetup” (monthly) | Fri 7:30-9pm @ St. Mary’s 
Join all the NRVYM middle schoolers as we come together for fellowship and games, a deep 
dive into our faith, small group discussions, and prayer. Middle school is tough! Let’s walk it 
together with Christ-centered friendships. 
 
Outings (Mainly HS some MS age) | time, date, and location varies 
Join us for a variety of outings throughout the year, such as: feeding the homeless in 
Roanoke, hikes, campfires, sports, and movies. Additionally, we attend a number of Diocesan 
youth events and service trips like DYC, Workcamp, and others. We might even go to World 
Youth Day 2023 in Portugal! 

NRV YOUTH MINISTRY 
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When our parishioners are sick, dying or in need of care, in the hospital or 
home-bound, a special group of ministers take the love of Christ and our 

parish prayers to them. There are many opportunities to serve.  
 

Ministers to the Homebound and Sick  
“When I was sick, you came to visit me.” Bringing Holy Communion or going to visit 
is an invaluable ministry to those who need a familiar loving face, a conversation, a hand 
to hold.  It includes taking Communion to homes, hospitals, nursing homes and other 
institutions. Training and support is provided, and the rewards are eternal.  

Contact:  Mary Arnold   cburgmom@gmail.com 
 

HEALING MASS  
Annually, we offer the comfort, peace and healing of a Mass that includes the Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick.  

Contact:  Beth Shaver   liturgy@stmarysblacksburg.org 
 

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
This ministry schedules lunches at various times during the year for those who have lost a 
loved one.  These lunches provide individuals who are grieving the chance to talk with 
others on the same healing journey. 

Contact:  Kitty Devereaux  kittydevereaux@icloud.com 
   

STEPHEN MINISTRY   
The Stephen Ministry provides confidential, one-to-one Christian care to people who are 
going through a difficult time.  A Stephen Minister is a well-trained caregiver who listens, 
cares, prays, encourages, and shares the love of Christ during a time of need. Please 
contact this ministry if you would like to speak to a Stephen Minister, or if you would like 
more information on becoming a Stephen Minister. 

Contact: Linda Moll   moll4linda@gmail.com  
  Ellen Miele   stargaze59@yahoo.com 
 

 

PASTORAL CARE HEALING MINISTRIES 
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PASTORAL CARE HEALING MINISTRIES 

CHICKEN SOUP MINISTRY 
New baby, family illness, surgery or family gathering for a funeral? The Chicken Soup 
Ministry serves Christ by serving meals to those experiencing difficult times. On an as-
needed basis, this group delivers a hot meal and prayers.  
  Contact:  Susan DiSalvo  sdisalvo55@gmail.com 
 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Do you knit or crochet? Have a heart for prayer? This is a beautiful ministry for those 
who create AND for those who receive.  Meeting on the First Fridays at 10am in the 
Church Library, the Prayer Shawl Ladies stitch and chat until it’s time for Mass and the 
Blessing of the Shawls. Contact this group if you know someone who needs a Prayer 
Shawl or would like to stitch a blessing.  

Contact:  Beth Shaver   liturgy@stmarysblacksburg.org 
 

FUNERAL RECEPTION MINISTRY 
We have a very special ministry for individuals who perform a kind work of mercy -
providing a delicious reception for families and friends after a funeral Mass. Time 
commitment is generally 1-2 hours per month, depending on need.  

Contact:  Aileen Anthony  leenin@comcast.net 
    Susan DiSalvo  sdisalvo55@gmail.com 
    Emily Crawford  emily.a.crawford@gmail.com 
 
ST. MARY’S MENTAL HEALTH PRAYER AND SUPPORT GROUP 
The St. Mary's Mental Health, Prayer, and Support Group seeks to affirm and  
validate the experiences of all individuals experiencing mental illness in the parish, as 
well as their family members. We believe that your stories matter, and that the 
Catholic community can act as a source of support along the journey. Regardless of 
whether or not you have an official diagnosis, we invite you to come pray and share 
with brothers and sisters every Thursday (5:30-7:30 pm) in the Vatican II Conference 
Room. Our patroness is St. Therese of Lisieux. The group is not intended to replace 
individual therapy or medication.  
  Contact:   
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Within our parish, our local community and “even to the ends of he Earth”, we 
are called to serve our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 
JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMITTEE (J&P) 
The J&P Committee provides information, financial assistance, and volunteer services to 
those in need within the New River Valley and our Haiti parish twin. Its ministries include 
Glean Team, Interfaith Food Pantry, Haiti Twin Parish, His Hands, Prison Ministry, Sanctity of 
Life, Social Outreach to numerous NRV charitable organizations.  The leadership group of 
the J&P ministries meets the third Tuesday of the Month at 7pm to discuss and evaluate 
current community needs, projects and events. Volunteers with a calling for Justice and 
Peace issues are urged to attend.  
  Contact:  Bob Canfield  bob.canfield@alumni.duke.edu  

 
Justice and Peace initiatives include: 
 
THE GLEAN TEAM 
The New River Valley Glean Team aims to feed and nourish the hungry in our community 
by assembling people and organizations to deliver fresh foods to organizations that serve 
the hungry, such as food banks and low-income housing units at nursing homes. Our efforts 
center around three activities: 1) gleaning excess foods from local farms during the harvest 
season, 2) growing food in local gardens, and 3) hosting a potato drop in the fall and 
winter. Altogether to donate about 150,000 lbs of vegetables. Join us! 
  Contact: John Galbraith  john.galbraith@vt.edu 
 
THE CARING CLOSET 
Occasionally, there is an immediate need for food for our own parishioners and the needy 
“who come to our door”. From the contributions from parishioners and the alms-giving 
during Lent, the Closet is stocked in our parish, and donations are given as needed.  
  Contact: Teri Wysocki   officestaff@stmarysblackburg.org 
 
BLACKSBURG INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY (BIFP) 
The Blacksburg Interfaith Food Pantry provides an opportunity to directly interact with and 
serve needy members of the Blacksburg community. St. Mary’s supports the Interfaith 
Pantry through in-kind food and monetary donations. Parishioners can donate food via the 
Food Pantry Box in the Narthex.  St. Mary’s provides volunteers, on the 4th Thursday of every 
month for a two-hour period. By serving others and providing food to the hungry, one 
evangelizes by example!  
  Contact:  Russell & Barbara MacDonald rbmacd@verizon.net 
     

  

JUSTICE AND PEACE MINISTRIES 



 17 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHRISTMAS STORE 
Our parish community comes together at the holidays to serve the neediest in our midst. 
Donate jars of peanut butter in collection baskets in the Narthex or volunteer your time at 
“The Christmas Store“ through the Church Ladies.  

Contact:  Amelia Ball   ameliaball09@gmail.com 

THE ANGEL TREE  
Beginning on the first Sunday of Advent, Commonwealth Catholic Charities and Valley Interfaith 
Child Care Center (VICCC) invite us to be an “angel” to a foster child or one in need in the 
area, purchasing and wrapping gifts for the children. Volunteers are needed to decorate 
the tree, collect and distribute the gifts.  

Contact:  Teresa and Bob Bolger teresabolger60@gmail.com 
   
 

To Our House Shelter  
During the coldest months of the year, area churches gather their resources to host and 
serve the homeless in the NRV. St. Mary’s has served as a host church, requiring numerous 
volunteers to serve meals, provide clean laundry, transport supplies and spend the night 
with the guests. We have also served as a support church, providing meals and volunteers 
for other hosting churches. This is one of our most beautiful opportunities to show our love 
and compassion to the neediest among us. 

Contact:  Anna Chisholm  annachisholm32@gmail.com  
 

SANCTITY OF LIFE COMMITTEE 
In communion with the Holy Catholic Church and its teachings, we are a community 
which honors and respects the sanctity of life from conception to natural death. Group 
activities include prayer, fundraisers for the annual March for Life trip, support for the local 
Pregnancy Resource Center and educating the parish on Sanctity of Life issues. Join the 
celebration of joy that Life brings! 

Contact:  Bob Canfield  bob.canfield@alumni.duke.edu 
 

HAITI MINISTRY 
We are a twin parish with now three parishes in Haiti: St. John the Baptist Church, 
Savanette; St. Roch Parish, Guacimal; and Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Bailly.  We provide 
financial support for student education and seminarian training; food, water, and health 
programs; and community projects as needed. We also support projects that assist Haitian 
communities in locations other than our 3 twin parishes based on urgency and need, using 
only donations ear-marked for those projects from contributors. The Haiti Committee has 
an annual sponsorship drive during Lent to provide tuition and lunch for primary school 
students. The Ministry meets on the first Monday of the month at 7pm in the Haiti 
Conference Room to discuss and initiate  projects throughout the year, coordinated with 
the pastor of each twin parish. 

JUSTICE AND PEACE MINISTRIES 
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HIS HANDS MINISTRY 
If you are a parishioner who is elderly, disabled or financially challenged and are not sure 
who to call for minor home repairs, St. Mary’s ‘His Hands’ ministry may be able to help. The 
ministry is for parishioners and the work is accomplished by parishioners. Participants who 
are able, are expected to pay for the materials, and if possible, to donate to the ministry in 
support of their mission.    
  Contact:  Rick DiSalvo   richard.disalvo@gmail.com 
 
Prison Ministry 
The prison ministry consists of visiting the Juvenile Detention Home in Christiansburg one 
evening per month to meet with the juvenile detainees and discuss the role of God in their 
lives. The second component is participating in the Roanoke Chapter of Kairos, an 
international prison ministry. Monthly visits are arranged at Keen Mountain State Prison in 
Oakwood, VA, to conduct an interdenominational bible study with interested inmates. 
  Contact:  Dick Neves   mussel2@verizon.net 
 
Parish Charities 
How does St. Mary’s charitably support the local community? Parishioners contribute to our 
“Parish Charities” fund by 1) designating it on the memo line of a check offered in the 
regular Sunday collection, or 2) online through Faith Direct, or 3) using your church 
envelope for the second collection designated for Parish Charities annually each 
September. The St. Mary’s Justice and Peace Committee considers grant applications from 
the parish or local community each quarter for award of Parish Charities funds. 
  Contact:  Bob Canfield  bob.canfield@alumni.duke.edu 

JUSTICE AND PEACE MINISTRIES 
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS MINISTRY 
“There’s ALWAYS something” when you take care of your home. Same goes for our Church 
home. Many hands are needed to take care of the grounds and the building. If you like to 
garden, have a skill (electrical, plumbing, mechanical, construction, or landscaping) or just 
like to get sweaty and dirty, please volunteer! 

Contact:  Steve Gerus  gerus504@gmail.com 
  Andy Cohill  andy@tcfmail.org 
  Rick DiSalvo  richard.disalvo@gmail.com 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS  

LOURDES GIFT SHOP 

LOURDES GIFT SHOP  
We are blessed to have the only Catholic religious articles Gift Shop in the NRV right in our 
own parish hall! The purpose of the shop is to provide Religious items at a reasonable price 
to the members of St. Mary’s Parish. The proceeds of the shop have been given back to the 
parish community in various ways, including Justice and Peace Ministry and gifts of First 
Communion candles to each child making his/her First Communion.  Volunteers are need-
ed to staff the shop after each Mass, for 15-30 minutes, 4-6 times per quarter. The Lourdes 
Gift Shop also offers special hours by appointment, special orders and sales for Christmas, 
First Communion and Confirmation. 

Contact:  Janice Steele lourdesgs@stmarysblacksburg.org 

ST. MARY’S FLOWER GARDEN MINISTRY 
St. Mary’s Flower Garden Ministry 
Located in the back acreage of the church grounds, St. Mary’s Flower Garden is a wonder-
ful outdoor project to involve the entire family.  We provide fresh flowers to adorn the altar 
and worship area from mid-June through mid-October, and fresh-cut bouquets are sold 
each weekend as a unique fundraiser for various parish projects.   Flower seeds, lavender 
sachets and ornamental corn are sold in the fall.  Special orders of flowers for private par-
ties and weddings are accepted in advance.    
   
Volunteers are needed in the spring to prepare the garden by weeding and planting.  The 
summer is a time of maintaining the garden by weeding, mowing, planting and harvesting.  
Volunteers are needed Saturday mornings from July through October to cut and wrap the 
flower bouquets sold each weekend.  Fall is a time to clean up the garden and harvest the 
seeds for the next year.    
   Contact: Angelika Huber  geli.huber.kucera@gmail.com  
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These volunteer opportunities support the administrative functions of the parish. 
 
FRONT OFFICE SUPPORT MINISTRY 
There is a pool of dedicated volunteers who are willing to step into the front office when 
the Administrative Assistant is not available to answer the phones and greet visitors, 
directing people and  messages to the appropriate staff. These volunteers are available to 
help stuff bulletins, fold worship aids, assemble packets and assist with other projects on an 
as needed basis. Friendliness and the ability to keep confidentiality are the only 
requirements. 

Contact:  Teri Wysocki officestaff@stmarysblacksburg.org 
 
COLLECTION COUNTERS MINISTRY 
This is an appointed ministry, for those who have a gift of accuracy, confidentiality and 
service to our faith community. Ministers serve 1-2 Mondays per month, meeting at 10am, 
for approximately 11/2–2 hours.  

Contact:  Matt Wheeler businessmanager@stmarysblacksburg.org 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES 
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH LADIES 
This group’s mission is to provide fellowship, friendship and support to all women in the 
parish, as well as serving those in need in our community through fundraising and  
volunteer efforts. The group activities include the Prayer Shawl Ministry, the St. Patrick’s Day 
Salad Luncheon, the Fall Meet and Greet Social, volunteering at the Montgomery County 
Christmas Store, a Book Club, and monthly Bunco games. Church Ladies meet the first 
Wednesdays of the month at 7pm.  
  Contact:  Linda Moll  moll4linda@gmail.com 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
The Knights of Columbus is an international Order of Catholic men who are called to lead 
with faith, protect our families, serve others, and defend values in a busy changing world. 
Founded by Blessed Michael J. McGivney in 1882, our primary mission is charity. Father 
Edward Fox council 6747 is the local council that serves the communities of St. Mary’s, Holy 
Spirit, and Holy Family. Whether you become an individual member or a member of our 
council you will find that Knights of Columbus membership brings Catholic men together in 
a powerful way. If you would like to join today, simply go to www.KofC.org/joinus and enter 
our council #6747 for local information. 
  Contact: Grand Knight Tim Leake: gk6747@vakofc.org 
          Membership Sir Knight Claude Steele: kofc6747@gmail.com  
 
 

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS 
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VIRGINIA TECH’S CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

The Virginia Tech Campus Ministry is under its own Administration, with its own 
clergy, but the ministry is affiliated with St. Mary’s Parish. 

    
 VIRGINIA TECH CAMPUS MINISTRY 
 203 Otey Street 
 Blacksburg, VA 24060 
 Ph: 540-951-0032 
 Website: vtcatholic.com 
 

 CHAPLIN  
 Fr. David M. Sharland    fatherdavid.vtccm@gmail.com 
 

 MASS SCHEDULE DURING SEMESTER 
 Sundays: 10am, 12 Noon, and 8pm  War Memorial Chapel (on the DrillField) 
 Daily Mass:  5:30pm Mon -  Fri   Newman House Chapel 
   12:30pm Wed   Newman House Chapel  
 

 SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
 Sunday one hour before each Mass  War Memorial Chapel (on the DrillField) 
 Tuesday: 3:15pm - 4:30pm    War Memorial Chapel (on the DrillField) 
 Thursday: 8-8:45pm     Newman House Chapel 
 or by appointment 

 
Our Mission is to support, challenge and inspire students, faculty and staff to grow in faith and live out their call 

to be true disciples of Christ on campus and in their daily lives. Founded on Christ’s teachings and the 
Eucharist we prepare Catholic leaders for service to the Church and world through the pillars of faith, 

community, and service.  

NRV CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

St. John Neumann Academy 
3600 Yellow Sulphur Road 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
 

Phone Number: 540-552-SJNA (7562) 
Fax Number: 540-302-8020 
E-mail: director@sjnacademy.org 
 

Website: www.sjnacademy.org  
 

St. John Neumann Academy was founded and exists to develop the intellect, character, 
and faith of each child to his or her fullest potential within the long and successful tradi-
tion of Catholic education.   

Grades: Preschool – 8th Grade  


